
t

Had to and must

have

Should have and

ought to have

could hove

Could

Explanations

Had to is the past form of must and refers to a past obligation'

Sorry I'm late, I had to post some lette$.

The negative 'iotm is didn't h.tve fo and refers to an absence of obliSation

Must have refers to past certainty. (see below)

\Nherc *shtttltl appeats, ou|ht to is also possible'

r Expectation
Shorrld have refers to something which was supposcd to happen'

Thr Pdrcel I sent yotL "should have .7rt'ived by tlow

r Criticlsm of an action
You *shoukln't have edten so much lqst night.

t Should havc arld verbs of thinking
The past fortn knew in the example is an unreal verb form, and the shrttl/d

have fortrr is used according to 'sequence of verb forms'. See Grammar 9.

I should hqve thought yort knew.

r With ,e and adiectives describing chance

It was strsnSe that you should hsve been st.rying in the sdme hotel last yeat.

r As a polite expression of thanks on receiving a Sift or a favour

I'vc done the wtrshing tp for yo . - Oh, you rcclly shouLln't have!

The intonation should be friendly, as this is not a cdticism.

r Cortld hove reters to past posslb\\\t) or uncertair\'.
L)o\,icl could hove 1 on the rcce if he hccl tried. (possibi\iiY labili9
It could have been Sue, I srrppose. (uncertainty)

. Couldn't hsve is also possible for both meanings.

r Cottldn't hrtve can be used witl\ comparative adiectives.

We couldn't have been happier irt those t{,ty't.

t Cbrrld have can also express unwillingness.
She coul.l have gone to the psrty with her ftiends. (but she didn't)
We couldn't have left the dog on its ow1. (so we didn't)

t Cottltl referc to past permission or past ability.
When I was sixteen I could stay out till 11.00. (l was allowed to)

Mary could swim when she was three. (she actually did)

r Compare:
Mary could hqve swum when she wqs three. (but she didn't)
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May have and t Might have refers to past possibility which did not happen.
might hove You might have drowned!

t Might have and may have refer to uncertainty.
I suppose I ay have been rather critical.

r Both can be used in the negative to express uncertainty.
They might not have received our letter yet.

. Might have is used to express annoyance at someone's failure to do
something. There is strong stress on the words underlined.

You might have bA me my trousers were split!

t I might have known + wottLl is an idiom by which the speaker expresses

ironically that an action was typical of someone else.

I might have known that he would be late.

A: It was Jack who broke the vase. B: I might have known!

Must have and r These refer to the speaker's certainty about a past action.
con't hove Someone must have taken if. (I am sure they did)

You can't have lost it. (I am sure you didn't)

r Both can also be used with strell in exclamations.
Surely you can't have eaten all of it!
Surely you rnust have noticed it!

would not r This expresses an unwillingness in the past.

Everyone was angry because Sam wouldn't turn off the television.

Would hove t Would have can refer to events in the past which did not actually happen.
I would have accepted this job, but I didn't want to moye httuse.

r Assumptions about the past are also possible with would have.

A: Someone called after you left but didn't lewe i message.

B: That would have been Cathy, probably.

Needn't hove and Needn't have done refers to an unnecessary action which was actually done.
didn't need to you needn't have paid all at once. (you did pay)

Didn't need fo refers to an unnecessary action which was not done.

I didn't need to go to the .lentist again, lnckily-

Adverbs and Adverbs such as well, easily, obviously, really, just arc often used to emphasise
modals modal expressions, in both present and past time.

Yort could easily have been killed.

I might well decicle to come.

She obviously must have left.

You couldn't really have managed without me.

I might iust take you up on that.
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